RS Notes: Napoleon

The Rise of Napoleon

· Soon after the Reign of Terror ended, time was ripe for a popular hero to bring order out of chaos
· though noble by birth, he was dedicated to the revolution & won praise from his military victories in Italy (became national hero)
· Nov. 9, 1799: Napoleon & other conspirators forced the directors (of the ineffective Directory) to resign
· Nov. 10: Napoleon appointed as one of the new ruling triumvirate called the Consulate
· Napoleon dominated the Consulate with his charm, talent, & ambition
· New constitution approved by a plebiscite in Dec. & Napoleon became a dictator
· Napoleonic Reforms
· Civil Code of 1804 (Napoleonic Code): equality before the law; private property rights
· peasants allowed to purchase/keep lands (confiscated from church or nobility)
· centralized the state: improved administration in the provinces; appoint mayors loyal to him
· appealed to old nobility by granting amnesty to 100,000 émigrés, provided they take a loyalty oath
· Concordat of 1801: (Napoleon & Pope Pius VII) guaranteed religious freedom to Catholics; gave the government right to nominate bishops & pay the clergy
· Emperor
· Napoleon “undid”some of the liberal reforms of the early revolution:
· women’s rights rolled back
· penal & criminal procedures tightened
· 1802: Napoleon’s 10-year consulship converted into a lifetime position
· 1804: republic eliminated; Napoleon proclaimed emperor (a hereditary title)
The Empire of Napoleon

· Expansive dream of ruling an empire that covered all of Europe
· Austria, Italy, & Russian forces overrun by Napoleon’s armies 
· October 1805: French navy suffered near annihilation at the Battle of Trafalgar
· Britain = only country not in serious threat of takeover
· by personal decree, the Holy Roman Empire came to an end; a new German union (the German Confederation of the Rhine) formed--Napoleon as “protector” of this region
· Height of the Empire
· by 1810, French borders expanded to include Belgium, the Austrian Netherlands, parts of northern Italy, & considerable German territory
· many dependent kingdoms: Naples, Holland, Warsaw
· Allies: Prussia, Austria, Norway & Denmark, Russia
· satellite kingdoms ruled by Napoleon’s brothers or close relatives
· Spain in revolt because it was resentful of Joseph Bonaparte replacing king on throne
· Resentment of Napoleon’s System
· aimed at bringing Britain to its knees with economic warfare
· Berlin & Milan Decrees of 1806 & 1807: attempted to exclude all British goods from the European continent
· Orders in Council: England threatened to seize neutral ships that did not stop at British ports
· Napoleon threatened to seize neutral ships that obeyed the Orders in Council
· mutual blockade = led to scarcity of foreign goods & high prices of French goods; weakened Napoleon’s position within the empire; smuggling increased
· Russian Campaign
· rebellion brewing in Spain, economic ills beginning to divide France, yet Napoleon’s ambition became even greater
· June 22, 1812: declared war on Russia because Tsar Alexander I had withdrawn his support of the continental system
· invaded with an army of 600,000 men fought its way toward Moscow
· reached Moscow in September & found it deserted & mostly in ashes (Alexander ordered it burned before evacuating)
· after five weeks of waiting to negotiate with Alexander, Napoleon began his return to France (SHOULD HAVE WAITED IT OUT!!!!) 
· short of food & supplies; harassed by guerrillas; freezing winter moving in
· by mid-December = less than 50,000 men
· Napoleon returned to Paris without his men, who thought he deserted them
· The War of Liberation
· Spanish rebels were keeping Napoleon’s armies busy & inspired other Europeans with the realization that resistance to the French invaders was not impossible
· French expelled from Spain in 1814
· As a result of the Russian debacle, he lost his military advantage almost everywhere
· January 1813: Russia began a counteroffensive
· March 1813: Frederick William III of Prussia called for a “war of liberation”
· by June 1813: Russia, Prussia, Austria, & England formed a new quadruple alliance
· Battle of the Nations: Napoleon defeated by the alliance at the Battle of Leipzig
· alliance then invaded France, & in April 1814 Napoleon agreed to unconditional abdication
· Final Defeat & Exile
· victors allowed him to keep his title but banished him to the isle of Elba (off coast of Italy)
· restored the French monarchy, limited by new constitution
· continuing unrest in France & squabbles between allies gave Napoleon another opportunity
· February 1815: escaped from Elba
· gathered together many of his former officers & troops still loyal to him & marched on Paris
· drove out the king, Louis XVIII
· fought for 3 months with allies & was finally defeated by British troops at Waterloo (present-day Belgium)
· again, constitutional monarchy restored
· Napoleon permanently exiled to island of St. Helena (in South Atlantic); wrote his memoirs
Significance & Consequences of Revolution & Napoleon

· Revolution:
· Absolutism replaced by constitutionalism
· old nobility gone forever
· centralized state controlled police, education, labor relations, & national banking system
· right to own & control property became a reality
· Napoleon 

· as revolutionary: Napoleonic Code (religious freedom, rule of law) 

· as betrayer of revolution: dictatorial regime, suppression of civil rights, expansion of an empire with a hereditary leadership
