A translation of the Call to Prayer is: 

'God is most great. 
God is most great. 
God is most great. 
God is most great. 
I testify that there is no god except God. 
I testify that there is no god except God. 
I testify that Muhammad is the messenger of God. 
I testify that Muhammad is the messenger of God. 
Come to prayer! 
Come to prayer! 
Come to success 
(in this life and the Hereafter)! 
Come to success! 
God is most great. 
God is most great. 
There is no god except God.

______________________________________________________________________

The washing process of the Holy Kaaba involves the inside only. It is washed with water from the Zamzam Well that is mixed with rose water or flower perfume. Special cloths are soaked with the perfumed mixture to be used for the washing process. The washing includes the four interior walls and the floor of the Holy Kaaba. The inside is then dried with an incense prepared specially for the occasion.

______________________________________________________________________

Jihad
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For other uses, see Jihad (disambiguation).
Jihad, sometimes spelled Jahad, Jehad, Jihaad, Djehad, Jawwad, or Cihad, (Arabic: جهاد‎ ǧihād) is an Islamic term, from the Arabic root ǧhd ("to exert utmost effort, to strive, struggle"), which although to some connotes an inward 'spiritual' struggle refers to the struggle to mobilize the energies and capabilities of Islamic individuals and groups in the greater service of the ummah, or nation of Islam, in military terms through fatah or conquest.

The term "Jihad" is often used to describe purely physical and military "religious war". A majority of Muslims hold that this understanding only makes up part of the broader meaning of the concept of jihad. The denotation is of a struggle, challenge, difficulty or (frequently) opposed effort, made either in accomplishment or as resistance. A person who engages in any form of jihad can be called a mujahid (in plural: mujahidin) (Arabic: striver, struggler). Jihad has gained notoriety in much of the West because of its usage by various violent fundamentalist groups. Jihad must be understood in the context of the history of Islam, and not only linguistically.

To understand the Arab Muslim consensus of the meaning of jihad it is necessary to look at its historical birth and application.

At the onset of the Islamic state "al dawla al Islamiya", jihad was given its political meaning. In the 7th Century A.D/C.E the Muslims of the Arabian Peninsula migrated to Medina from Mecca, (at that time Mecca was ruled by pagans), and defined themselves as an "umma" or nation. The early Muslims based in Medina decided to reclaim Mecca and replace the pagan institution with an Islamic state "dawla", at the same time the founding fathers of Islam stated "Al islam deen wa dawla" meaning 'Islam is a religion and a state.'

With Islam now firmly grounded as both religion and state with a government it need instruments of governance. Jihad is a state of Jihd: the sum of efforts in the service of the umma, the state, and Allah, and as such provided such an instrument. Personal jihad has described below "al jihad al akbar" is preparation for "jihad fi sabeel al umma" (at the service of the community). As such the only legitimate form of jihad must be given by the order of the legitimate authority, or caliphate, of Islam. "Nida' al jihad" the call for jihad is a collective effort of mobilisation which may or may not begin with personal preparation.

Military context: How did the theological/political concept of struggle become a mobilising instrument for the defense and expansion of the state of the Muslim nation?

Before Islam most Arabs were organised into tribes, the heads of the tribes were able to call for military mobilisation for tribal causes. After the forming of Islam the call for mobilisation had to be grounded in religious values that superceded tribal loyalties. The protection, expansion of, and management of the state of the Muslim nation, "dawlat al umma" required an instrument that could maintain the loyalty of the tribes as a mobilised force. Jihad provided such an instrument.

The first comprehensive jihad was the war against Mecca, without jihad the tribes would never had fought together. After the death of the Prophet Muhameed his companions and commanders decided to expand the Islamic state through jihad, under the legitimate authority of the caliphate, this continued almost endlessly until 1923 when the Ottoman Empire was defeated and the last Islamic caliphate came to an end.

This expansion was legitimised in its earliest days (7th Century B.C/C.E) by the depicting of the world as two separate "dar" or houses. "Dar el Islam", the 'house of Islam' also known as "dar el salam" the 'house of peace' and the rest of the world "dar el Harb" or the 'house of War' meaning outside of the house of Islam there is no peace.

From this the doctrine of "al fatah" translated as 'the opening' was formed, a divinely authorised march into the land outside the state, justifiable as the liberation of "dar el Harb." The success of the combination of jihad and fatah led to the expansion of the Islamic state to the south of Paris and Switzerland via Spain, Algeria, Morocco, Lybia, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Palestine, as well as expanding east to the borders of China via Persia and northeast Central Asia.

______________________________________________________________________

It is an Arabic word the root of which is Jahada, which means to strive for a better way of life. The nouns are Juhd, Mujahid, Jihad, and Ijtihad. The other meanings are: endeavor, strain, exertion, effort, diligence, fighting to defend one's life, land, and religion.

Jihad should not be confused with Holy War; the latter does not exist in Islam nor will Islam allow its followers to be involved in a Holy War. The latter refers to the Holy War of the Crusaders.

Jihad is not a war to force the faith on others, as many people think of it. It should never be interpreted as a way of compulsion of the belief on others, since there is an explicit verse in the Qur'an that says:"There is no compulsion in religion" Al-Qur'an: Al-Baqarah (2:256).

Jihad is not a defensive war only, but a war against any unjust regime. If such a regime exists, a war is to be waged against the leaders, but not against the people of that country. People should be freed from the unjust regimes and influences so that they can freely choose to believe in Allah.

Not only in peace but also in war Islam prohibits terrorism, kidnapping, and hijacking, when carried against civilians. Whoever commits such violations is considered a murderer in Islam, and is to be punished by the Islamic state. during wars, Islam prohibits Muslim soldiers from harming civilians, women, children, elderly, and the religious men like priests and rabies. It also prohibits cutting down trees and destroying civilian constructions.

