Galileo Mock Trial


On Thursday, December 10th, we will conduct a mock trial of Galileo.  The jobs are listed below.  I will give you some information to help you, but most of the work will be done on your own.  If you have anything you may want to use as evidence, please feel free to bring it in, but please check with me first.

Jobs

1. Five lawyers (Galileo)

2. Five lawyers (The Church)

3. Three witnesses (Galileo)

a. Galileo Galilei  

b. Benedetto Castelli 
c. Vincenzo Viviani 

4. Three witnesses (The Church)

a. Tommasco Caccini
b. Ptolemy
c. Pope Urban VIII

5. Legal counsel

6. Ms. Fitz will be the judge 

*Each lawyer will work with the witness to come up with questions and responses, as will the legal counsel.  Some are given to you to get you started.  Each witness must be asked at least 5 questions.
*Each witness needs to provide evidence to back up their claim.
*One lawyer on each side will provide an opening statement.  Another lawyer will provide the closing statements.

Questions that must be asked:

Galileo Galilei
Can you explain to the court what you have discovered?

How did you come up with these ideas? (Use telescope as evidence)

Vicenzo Viviani (Galileo’s apprentice)
Can you please explain your job with Galileo?

Can you please demonstrate how you made these findings?
Benedetto Castelli (monk)
Why do you believe that Galileo’s findings are not heresy?
Tommaso Caccini (Dominican monk)
Please explain your background for the judge.
Why do you believe that Galileo’s findings are heresy?

Ptolemy
Can you explain how your findings disprove Galileo’s?

How did you come up with these ideas? (Show chart or picture)

Urban VIII

Your Holiness, can you explain why Galileo’s findings are heresy?

* Each group will be responsible for coming up with their own responses.
The Holy Office v. Galileo Galilei

Stipulated Facts

Born in 1564 in Italy, Galileo Galilei became a brilliant scientist and lecturer. He made several inventions, including the telescope. He was also a devoutly religious Roman Catholic. Galileo learned of and supported the theory of Nicolaus Copernicus that suggested that the sun was the center of the universe and that the earth revolved around the sun once a year on its axis.  The accepted view was that the earth was the center of the universe and that the sun rotated around the earth.

In 1616, the Pope, the spiritual leader of the Roman Catholic Church, summoned Galileo to Rome to warn Galileo to abandon his opinion about the earth rotating around the sun; and, “in the case of his refusal to obey, the Commissary of the Holy Office is to enjoin him to abstain altogether from teaching or defending this opinion and even from discussing it.” The accounts and writings are not certain whether there was a formal injunction or order banning Galileo from holding, teaching, or defending the opinion that the sun is the center of the universe and that the earth moves. Due to the way the Injunction of 1616 was entered into the records, there is some suspicion that the Injunction was put into the record by Galileo’s enemies at a later time.

In 1623, a new pope, Urban VIII, was elected. He was more open-minded. The new Pope’s private secretary wrote to Galileo, urging him to resume publication of his ideas. Galileo began work on a book, Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems.

Galileo submitted his book to the Vatican’s chief licenser, Niccolo Riccardi, who promised his help to get the book published. Urban stated that if the book treated the contending views hypothetically and not absolutely, the book could be published.

The chief licenser demanded certain revisions be made. After the revisions were submitted, the licenser granted permission for the book to be published.

The first copy of Galileo’s book came off the press in February 1632 and quickly sold out. However, in late summer 1632, Rome ordered publication of the book to be suspended. Pope Urban VIII withdrew his support for Galileo, claiming that Galileo had deceived him.

Crime

Galileo was charged with violating the 1616 injunction against teaching, defending, or discussing the Copernican theory; this carried the possibility of imprisonment and death.

Scoring Rubric- Mock Trial Individual Assessment

Student _________________________________ Date _____________________ Role: HL—L—W--LC
Formal Assessment Score:

	Category:
	Criteria:
	Score:

	Quality
	· Questions, notes or statements were thoroughly researched and accurate

· All information provided helped to further the case in favor of the appropriate side
	/40

	Mock Trial Performance
	Attorneys:

· Questions or statements were prepared, practiced, and polished for trial

· Attorney used effective speaking skills

Witnesses:

· Knew all of his/her details and answered all questions appropriately

· Stayed in character and was believable

Legal Counsel:

· Appropriate behavior

· Aided attorneys when necessary
	/20

	Evidence
	· Evidence is used appropriately to help make the case

· Evidence does not support opposing side
	/20

	Total Score
	
	/80


Informal Assessment Score:

	Category:
	Criteria:
	Score:

	Questions, Notes, and Statements
	· Student’s questions/statements/notes were prepared on time

· Notes were typed and handed in the day before the trial
· During trial, used written notes as little as possible
	/30

	Work, Effort, and Focus
	· Present for mock trial performance

· Student focused on preparing for the trial and worked hard everyday

· Student was prepared for work days and did not need to be reminded of tasks by teacher or other group members
	/10

	Teamwork
	· Shared an appropriate amount of the team’s work (not too much or too little)

· Had a positive attitude toward helping the team
	/10

	Dress-up
	· Student dressed in order to fit with their character
	/0

	Total Score
	
	/50


	Comments:




